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MONTE MELKONIAN

URARTIAN ROCK-CUT TOMBS:
A DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS

SUMMARY

Studying the structural features of the Urartian rock-
cut tombs discovered on the Armenian Highland, in the
‘means of the cultural and religious aspects and consider-
ing the opinions over this theme, the author comes to the
following conclusions.

1. Although not all, but at least the representatise's of
the Urartian high class took care for heir aftelfe and

ilt magnificent tombs. There existed specific rules to
it ot b f s aepti Urata barial
customs. The builders were aware also to keep the tombs
untouched.

2. Before building the tomb, the place was carefully
chosen. The builders took care of the following circum-
stances. 1) The rock as the ideal medium for permanent
monumental works 2) The hewed tombs in rock cliffs
reserved the use of agricultural and easily fortified land
for the living. 3) And, finally, they considered the ow-
ners will. So it is as likely as ot that most of the
king's and his family’s tombs were constructed far from
the capital.

3. The Urartians buried their deccased in two com-
‘mon burial practices a) inhumation b) cremation. Since
inhumation was accepted as a common burial practice, we
shall not be suprised at the use of the platforms for sar-

cophagi. It is likely that the sidespread niches were
intended to house cremations contained in ums, because
the cremation in ums was also an Urartian burial custom.

4. In most cases on the scheme’s basis of the Urartian

rock-cut tombs lay rectangular rooms on horizontal verti-
us : = Erty
g

and best lt rooms.

5. The architecture of the Urartian tombs is dircctly

connected with the tradition of the overground structures
and as Boris Piotrovski noted, by studying the tombs, we
can have an idea about some overground buildings in
detail. Thus we can suggest, that some of them had vault-
ed ceilings.
6. Approximately, we can estimate the aman days,
it on an available tomb.And there is even the possi-
ity to compare the results with similar structures and
come to certain conclusions. This method of approach, as
exception, enables (o form an idea about the Urartian
Kings economic and political power.

7. The Urartian rock-cut fombs have no previous

examples on the Amnenian Highland though, having in
geological traditions, th

ities of the tombs, the various stone working techniques

and basic trends in Urartian architecture a search for local

origins makes the study of great promi

8. The carlest similar example of the Urartian rock-
cut tomb is known from Achemenid

9. The Urartian rock cut tombs are treated as a part
of the monuments built during ages on the Amenian
Highland. So, the relevant study and information, derived
from the analysis of the tombs, may set new light on the
origin and history of the people who created that culture.
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C. A BCASH, A H. BWIFOB, C.T- AMAIKSH. A. T, KAHELYIH

BUAMHCKAS TPOBHMLA B EPEBAHE (2)

PEIIOME

Cayuaiisio " 5
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5 o A
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Fon rpOGHHIS YAOKES PASHOUBETHINMIK HNTa-
K
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5.A YESAYAN, L N BIYAGOY, 5.G. HWAYAKIAN, AG. KANETSIAN

THE BIAYNIAN GRAVEYARD IN YEREVAN (2)

SUMNIARY.

1n 1984 within the territoryof Yerevan «Auto-agre-
gates factory a Biaynian tomb was discovered by a happy
chance. The tomb's interior with a rectangular plan
(3.46 x 1.97 x 2.154 m) was constructed with toof stones
hewed into smooth blocks; however, from the outer side
blocks had roughly treated surface. In the interior walls of
tomb five niches were constructed: three of them—in the
western wall, one (0.5 x 0.5 m) in the southern wall and
the fifth, the largest (2.06 x 122 x 1.01 m)-in the eastern.
wall. The doorway, on the northern wall, was locked with
stone slab.

“The floor of the tomb was covered by motley flag-
stones under which were three hiding-places. Three cera-
mic ums were found in the niches of the west wall keep-

ing shuttered bones of human skeleton mixed up with
‘bones of birds and animals were found in the niches of
the western wall.

In the niche of the castern wall there were a big ves-
sel decorated with three bull heads and small bowl with
e stamp at the bottom representing a hare.

There were also ums in the tomb, with cremated
remains of deceased.

“The rich archacological discovered material is char-
acteristi to the culture of Biaynili of to the VIII century
B. C.: seals cut out of gagate, an obsidian fragment, agate
beads, finely decorated ceramics, iron and bronze
wweapons, magnificently omamented bronze belts, uten-
sils and hamess,
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A C.IUAMIIOCAH, A E. XAUATPAH
BAHTOCTICKOE MELEPHOE 3AXOPOHEHHE TEXOBUTA

PEIOME

k10 1979 r., npu AOPOTH Gra e cocyaos, Gporaonoro xynumm-
cena Texourr Maprywiiickoro paitoiia PA, y AOporw,  Ha) W nipeaMeTon yxpatiesin (Gponaonsie Gpacrers,
seAyieit ot osepa Cesan K CenMMCKOMY NEpesary, crexatiiime Oycw, Xoctaite  Moaseckn . rng
HCTIONACKY 0T X0 Ar GpA, GHAO PaspYUIENO - “posnio')
uep: mseiraps epar 13 Dpebymn (Apwi
iyt ;mxepnuemu COCTONT 13 Xencaniex  Gepal, TeRuneGam (Kapaap OAYD, i
wix (i, TaipHas  (Apuamnp) Bae, Anaenine e crai-xas, Kasi-
Aepe, enasa (Apue), Hasyui-rene (Afikabepa)
eckix uacreit i KONCCHMU  TIO3BONSET TPEATOOAIITL 70 B TexomTeKoit nedie:
Konec, Maccupiii Xereamwdi  pe Gbix saxoponent mpexcTaTeN. swaTi Bancroro
ccons fuonsn, et e cTyasen,  uapcrsa, POBATS 3aX0pOHEIE KONIOM 8-0-
e Tpasore. i 7. Tocyn (Bpare  Mephoi HoNSTNGR 7170 nexy a5

AS PILIROSIAN, L E KATCHATRIAN
VANTOSPIAN ROCK-CUT TOMB AT GEKHOVIT
SUMMARY

In 1979, in Martouni region (Armenia). on the terri-  were of bronze et beads ofglass and bane pendents
tory of the village Gekhovit (Sevan basin) at il slope of  of edominos type.
a hill named Al berd, by jects discovered in Ere-
cut tomb. bouni (Arin berd), Tcyshexmm (Karmir Blur), Argish-
o the tomb was found a very rich collection of  tihinili (Armavir), Van, Altn tepe, Bostan-kaya, Kayali-
archacological objects: iron akinak and spears, dere, Adildzevaz (Artske), Tehavoush-icpe (Hlyhbad),
e truppings, Barngas fitting-disk examples, chariot provied the opportunity fo claim that in the Gekhoy
accessories, of fumiture, ncasings, comer  tomb was buried a high classperson of great i xmwmm::
picces, sheathings and folmle irclets of ihrones, i Vans Kingdom. The rock.cut tomb of Gelhovit 15
footrests, tables, chaires and tripod, smxlds. wtensils, bro-  dated by it direct analogues mentioned above the end of
ken parts of clay and e Jugs. The adomments  the VIIT and I half of the VII century B. C.
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‘THE PALAEOANTHROPOLOGICAL MATERIALS FROM URARTIAN TOMBS IN THE HISTORICAL
AND FROM B.C.

SUMMARY

The comparative analysis of Urartian and pre-
Urartan palseoanthropological materials from Armenia
reveal a relative graclity of the formers and is especially
displayed in the decrease of bezigomatic bearth.

“This specification of anthropological material of the
region combined with the cunciform_inscriptions. and
archacological facts, once again emphasize the possibilty
of migration from wester districts of the Armenian
Highland and the borders.

Tt is necessary also to note, that the specifics of

nthropological materials mentioned above are fixed by a

single feature (bezigomatic bearth).

‘The comparison of all the other metric facts confirm
ity of the Armenian population's anthroy

the jan
logical type in Tron Age (including the Urartian period),
thatis the 11t —6th centuries B. C.

“The invaribilty of morphological dominant —igh-
face (the upper height 48) is characteristic for the cranio-
logicalscrics of Armenia from Early Bronze Age until the
present.
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